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Sir: 

The references listed in the attached form PTO-1449 are cited pursuant 
to Rule 37 C.F.R. 1.56 to meet the duty to disclose to the Patent Office all 
information known to the inventor, attorney or any other person who is substantively 
involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application or who is associated with 
the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to 
assign the application. 

The information may include: 

(1) Prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart application, and 

(2) The closest information over which individuals associated with the 
filing or prosecution of the patent application believe any pending claim patentably 
defines. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) and (e)(2) this Information Disclosure 
Statement includes the following Certification that no item of information contained in 
this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the knowledge of the person 
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signing the Certification after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual 
designated in § 1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Statement. 

A copy of each cited U. S reference is not enclosed pursuant to United 
States Patent and Trademark Office OG Notices: 05 August 2003 which waives the 
requirement to submit a copy of each cited U.S. Patent and U.S. Patent Application 
Publication for all U.S. National Patent Applications filed after June 30, 2003. 

A copy of each required cited reference is enclosed, if required. 
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